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Rescue Team
Americans, Portuguese team up for annual
Space Shuttle emergency exercise. Page 3

A DOD medal and an Air Force-level
award recognizing outstanding volun-
teer support are available to Lajes mili-
tary and civilian volunteers.  Page 2
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Preflight
n Days since last DUI ....... 43
n DUIs since Jan. 1 .......None
n Current AEF .... Silver (5 & 6)
n Current FPCON ...........Alpha
n Guest DJ:
Senior Airman Mydon Guilbé
65th Civil Engineer Squadron
n Strong Patriot ........ Feb. 13
nCombat Nighthawk:  Capt.
Kevin Golart, 65th Civil Engineer
Squadron; 1st Lt. Darin North,
65th Mission Support Group;
Master Sgt. Thomas Dexter,
65th Security Forces Squadron;
Master Sgt. Juan Guitierrezleija,
65th Medical Support Squadron.

by Tech. Sgt. Mona Ferrell
USAFE News Service

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE,
Germany - People, aircraft
and a commitment to core val-
ues have kept U.S. Air Forces
in Europe’s top leader in the
Air Force more than 31 years,
and these same attributes will
continue to be the bedrock of
the military’s success, Gen.
Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong,
USAFE commander, said re-
cently.

The integrity, commitment
to excellence and service be-
fore self of America’s airmen
have been inspirational, he
said.

“I came in the Air Force 31
years ago, and had every in-

tention of getting out after four
years,” said the general, who
holds a doctorate in chemical
engineering.  “I thought it
would be pretty exciting to be
in the chemical engineering
business.  But I fell in love with
480 knots and wearing G-suits,
and I just never got over it.

“I also enjoy talking with
our airmen, and I’ve found that
they’re incredible,” said the
general, who is a firm believer
in keeping grounded and re-
membering where he came
from.  “They do an unbeliev-
able job for us, and they hardly
ask for anything.  So I love
people who put service before
self.  As a result of that, I’ve
stuck around this great institu-

tion of ours for a long time now
and I’ve had a great time do-
ing it.”

His love for America’s air-
men became even more preva-
lent after the 2001 terrorist at-
tacks.

“I was in the Pentagon on
Sept. 11, 2001, and like every-
one else, my life changed for-
ever ... this was, in a sense, my
generation’s Pearl Harbor,” the
general said.  “I couldn’t be
more proud of how the U.S. Air
Force responded over the last
couple of years.  When the
President issued his call for
arms, without any doubts, our
Air Force stepped forward with
great strength.  I’m incredibly

Airmen have been inspirational

See REVIEW, Page 5

Dress to impress

Contestants of Lajes Field’s best dressed contest wait on stage at the Top of the Rock Club while a
panel of  judges (foreground, right) makes its decision  Jan. 17.  Senior Airman Latisha M. Speaks,
65th Civil Engineer Squadron, won the contest.  (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Robert W. Valenca)

Wing cmdr’s call
The event is Jan. 27 at 2 p.m.

base theater and Jan. 28 at 8 a.m.
at the base theater.

Attendance is mandatory for
military members.

Heath care council
Committee meets at 1 p.m.,

today in the base chapel.

Base passes
Air Base 4 has created a new

way to get a base pass. A “Base
Pass Request Letter” must be
filled out electronically, printed,
signed and hand carried to the
pass-and-registration desk in
Bldg. T-112. The passes take
seven to 14 duty days to process.

Only airmen in grades E-5 or
higher can request a pass. For
more information, call Staff Sgt.
Jerome Worthington at 2-3611.

AFN online
To supplement the television

schedule in “R&R” magazine,
Amercian Forces Network also
makes a more updated schedule
available online.  The address is:
www.myafn.net.

AAFES closure
The Flightview and Ocean-

front base exchange stores are
closed Wednesday. The shopette
and military clothing stores are
closed Thursday.
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IN     FOCUS

Chaplain (Capt. ) Matthew Franke plays a round of “Taboo” with members of the
singles of the chapel during game night Saturday at the chapel. The event was
part of the Project CHEER effort. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Michelle Michaud)

Game night fun

by 1st Lt. Yvonne Levardi
Chief of Public Affairs

A Defense Department medal and an Air Force-
level award recognizing outstanding volunteer sup-
port are available to Lajes military and civilian vol-
unteers.

The DoD created the Military Outstanding Vol-
unteer Service Medal, or MOVSM, Dec. 31, 1992
to recognize “exceptional community support over
time” by a member of the U.S. armed forces and
their reserve components, according to Air Force
instruction.

The Volunteer Excellence Award is an award
from the Air Force Chief of Staff to recognize the
contributions of non-active duty military volunteers,
Else Wingert, Lajes Hidden Hero manager, said.

“The VEA includes family members, civilian
employees and local nationals who volunteer their
time in the Lajes community,” said Ms. Wingert.
“The medal is for our military volunteers.”

Lajes is able to give four volunteer awards at
the annual volunteer recognition ceremony, Ms.
Wingert said.  There is no limit to the number of
medals the Air Force may award.  The nomination
for the medal can be made at anytime through
proper channels, officials said.

Both focus on volunteer activities that signifi-
cantly impact the community and provide positive
results, Ms. Wingert said.

“It’s important to remember that the activity isn’t
as important as what resulted and how the commu-
nity benefited,” Ms. Wingert said. “A volunteer who
works at a variety of organizations such as the En-
listed Spouses Club, the post office and family ser-
vices is just as eligible as a volunteer who dedicates
all his or her time to one location.”

Master Sgt. John Liddell is an example of the

second category. He was presented with the medal
in June 2002.

“Initially I didn’t think that it was a big deal.
After all, it didn’t count for promotion points,” Ser-
geant Liddell said. “But when they presented the
medal, I couldn’t help but think how many people I
affected in a positive way. It represents some of the
best things we stand for in the Air Force.”

Sergeant Liddell received the medal for his work
with Habitat for Humanity from1998 to 2001. He
worked to help construct homes for five families
while he was stationed at Edwards Air Force Base,
Calif.

“This medal has helped to reinforce to me the
importance of volunteering,” said Sergeant Liddell.
“It’s almost like I’m continuing to earn a volunteer
medal every time I participate in a community ac-
tivity.”

Ms. Wingert said it’s important to recognize vol-
unteer work.

“Our community greatly depends on the valu-
able time of volunteers,” she said. “Whether it’s at
the post office or being a bus monitor, all Lajes vol-
unteers deserve an opportunity to be appreciated and
thanked by the community and senior leadership.”

The deadline for Volunteer Excellence Award
nominations is Feb. 27, in order for them to be pre-
sented at the recognition ceremony on March 24.
In order for the medals to be presented in time for
the annual ceremony, Ms. Wingert asked that medal
nominations be finished Feb. 27. Ms. Wingert said
this is to allow time for the packages to go through
all the selection channels.

For more information on nominating a volun-
teer for the award, call Ms. Else Wingert at 2-4138
or e-mail her at else.wingert@lajes.af.mil.  For more
information about the medal, call awards and deco-
rations at 2-1343.

Medal, award recognize volunteers

Focus Notes
Graduates

During the Customer College gradu-
ation Jan. 16, Master Sgt. Margaret Jett,
65th Mission Support Squadron, was
recognized as the  distinguished gradu-
ate. Other graduates were: Tech. Sgt.
Brandon Bean, 65th  Logistics Readiness
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Jaclyn Duncan,
65th LRS; Jose Antonio Mendonca, 65th
Services Squadron; Avelino  Monteiro;
Francisco Mouro, 65th SVS; Luis
Oliveira, 729th Air Mobility Squadron,
Eduarda Raulino; Marco Rocha , 65th
Operations Support Squadron; Staff Sgt.
Robert Simonitsch, 65th Civil Engineer
Squadron; Yvonne Spinola , 65th Medi-
cal Operations Squadron; Erika St.
Andre; and  Senior Airman Jenny
Woodward, 65th Communications
Squadron.

Playstation 2 party
Videogame players are invited to

the “Super Bowl Challenge & Tailgate
Party” at 6 p.m., Jan. 30, in the Com-
munity Activity Center. Gamers will
play Madden 2003. The event is open
to all active-duty military. Organizers
asked participants to bring their PS2
consoles, controllers and games. Music,
entertainment, and refreshments will be
available. This is a Project CHEER event.
For more, call Marco Rocha at 2-4135.

Volleyball tournament
A Co-Ed “Blind” Volleyball Tourna-

ment is 7 p.m., Jan. 30, at the Chace Fit-
ness Center. Deadline is 5 p.m., Friday.
Players must be at least 18 years old.
Teams will consist of three people.
Awards will be given for first, second and
third place. Refreshments will be pro-
vided. This is a Project CHEER and
Combat Fitness Event. For more infor-
mation, call Airman Joshua Clark at 2-
6126.

Leap into learning
Become a  student by enrolling at the

Education Center by Jan. 29, bldg. T-
400, across from the base pool, on the
second floor.  Win prizes by enrolling in
a course with the University of Mary-
land, Embry-Riddle or the University of
Oklahoma. Registration deadlines are
today and Jan. 26.  For more, call 2-3355.

Trail run
The event is Jan. 24.  Runners can

run  five or 10 kilometers.  Runners
should meet at the Chace Fitness Cen-
ter at noon to car pool.  The run is off-
base, on a cross country course in Terra
Cha, near Angra. Hot chocolate and
cookies available.  All fitness levels are
welcome.  Come out and run, or walk it.
For more, call Capt. Dan Sweeney at 2-
3272 for more.
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NEWS     LINE

by Tech. Sgt. Jason Tudor
NCO in charge, Public Affairs

The first C-141 to ferry prison-
ers of war from Hanoi, Vietnam,
back to the United States stopped
at Lajes Jan. 16 to deliver cargo
and space-available passengers.

The “Hanoi Taxi” stayed two
days and left Saturday. The C-141
is part of the 445th Airlift Wing, an
Air Force Reserve Command unit
based at Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio.  It delivered a load of assorted
goods and 22 passengers to Lajes.

Designated tail No. 66-0177, the
C-141C brought home 40 POWs
from Gia Lam Airport in Hanoi Feb.
12, 1973. It is one of four Starlifters
flown by the wing that were in-
volved with Operation Homecom-
ing, the repatriation of American
POWs in the Vietnam War.

The Air Force uses the aircraft
as a “flying tribute” to POWs and
those missing in action.  The aircraft
retains the white-and-gray paint

scheme it wore for the first POW
flight.  It was assigned to the 63rd
Airlift Wing while carrying POWs
home.

Its name comes from the writ-
ing on the flight engineer’s panel
by the POWs aboard the plane for
the freedom flight. Signatures of
the freed prisoners have been pre-
served on the panel over the
years and are the centerpiece for
the flying museum.

Plaques, documents and pho-

Historical Starlifter stops at Lajes

tographs of the homecoming are
part of the on-board exhibit re-
searched and created by the
Ohio-based wing. Etchings of the
names of those who are missing
in action were taken from the
Vietnam Wall in Washington,
D.C., and are mounted on the
plane.

Retired Navy Capt. Robert
Doremus was on the second
flight out of Vietnam.  His name
is engraved on the bulkhead of

the Hanoi Taxi.  The former F-4
radar-intercept officer was shot
down in August 1965.

He remembered his takeoff
from Gia Lam Airport, saying
those aboard vowed to show no
emotion to the North Vietnam-
ese. However, when the wheels
went up, it was a different story.

“That cheer will be with me
forever,” Captain Doremus said.

The Defense Department will
retire the C-141 fleet by 2006.

proud of the initiatives and dedication
(of our Air Force).”

This dedication to excellence is also
shared within USAFE, said General
Foglesong.

“Our goal in USAFE is to be a part of
this incredible team that we call the
United States Air Force,” he said.  “We
have contributed over here in the same
way that every other major command
has - we’ve provided tanker support, tac-
tical airlift support and we’ve provided
fighter support - our people have re-
sponded all across the world this past
year.  We’re ready, trained and we’re
motivated to go do the job our president
has asked us to do.  My perspective up
to this point is one of great pride as to
how everyone has responded, and con-
tinues to on a day-to-day basis.”

When looking ahead to the New
Year, it’s important that USAFE’s air-
men remember the command’s vision,
mission and goals, the general said.

“I think if you’ll look at our vision,
it probably says it all,” General
Foglesong said.  “We want to be lead-
ing the world’s most respected expedi-
tionary all-purpose Air Force.  That’s a
mouthful, but all we want to do is be in
front of what the Chief of Staff and Sec-
retary of the Air Force ask.  When they
ask us to respond in some way, we

REVIEW, from Page 1
would like to be on the leading-edge for
them.  That’s our vision.

“Our mission is pretty simple,” the gen-
eral continued.  I’ve eliminated all of the
acronyms, so that everybody in USAFE -
Airman Foglesong up to General
Foglesong and everybody in between -
understands what our mission is.  We all
need to know that our mission is to be
ready to fight; postured to respond; and
provide incredible services to these in-
credible people we have over here.

“We have now developed what I affec-
tionately refer to as Combat and Special
Interest Programs that will allow us to
operationalize that mission,” he said.
“There are 12 special programs and ini-
tiatives that we’ve put together to work
on the morale of our people, readiness for
our people and services for our people -
they are all initiatives that commanders
would like to have available.  They’re the
right things to do, and it allows us to put
some discipline and focus as to how we’re
going to dedicate our resources over the
next year.”

Once such program is Combat Fitness,
which fits right in line with the Chief of
Staff of the Air Force’s Fit to Fight Pro-
gram.

“This program ties all of the different
initiatives for fitness under one umbrella,
so it can be engineered and advocated in
the right way,” said the general.

Another program called Combat
Flightline is dedicated to enhancing the
readiness of not only the most impor-
tant aspect of our flightline — our
people — but also our equipment, Gen-
eral Foglesong said.

“I could go on and tell you about all
of the programs, but you get a sense of
what I’m talking about.  In order to
operationalize that mission I referred
to earlier - being ready to fight; pos-
tured to respond; and providing great
services — we’ve now identified these
programs as the most logical way to get
there,” he said.  “I would expect us to
continue down the path of working to
enhance these programs.  And I’m very
sure if we’re called on, we’ll be ready
to do whatever the President asks us to
do.”

As for the future ...

“One of these days I’ll be sitting in a
rocking chair on a porch at our ranch in
Red Lodge, Montana, and I’ll still be tell-
ing people that we’re the world’s most in-
spirational Air Force to our friends, and
we’re the world’s most intimidating Air
Force to our enemies,” General Foglesong
said.  “We have people with incredible
courage. We have people who lay their
lives on the line for this great nation of
ours every day.”

The Hanoi Taxi. (Courtesy photo)
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by 1st Lt. Yvonne Levardi
Chief of Public Affairs

To help counter crime, particularly in hous-
ing, the 65th Security Forces Squadron recently
encouraged residents to enroll in the Neigh-
borhood Watch program, organized by Staff
Sgts. Jerome Worthington and Daniel Magas.

“A Neighborhood Watch helps make the
community stronger with everyone pulling to-
gether and helping to reduce and prevent
crime,” Sergeant Worthington said.

The program runs from 8:30 p.m. – 12:30
a.m. Friday and Saturday nights. Patrols walk
through Beira Mar, Lower-T, Nascer do Sol, the
schools and around the Youth Center.

“Anyone over 18 who is interested can call
one of us to sign up,” Sergeant Worthington

said. “Cops divide the volunteers up into teams
to fill two shifts on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings.”

He said the first shift runs from 8:30 - 10:30
p.m., and the second from 10:30 p.m. – 12:30
a.m. Volunteers are outfitted with a radio, vest,
flashlights and instructions. They remain in
contact with the security defense coordination
center during their patrol.

Initial training involves crime statistics, and
tips on what to look for. That includes suspi-
cious or unauthorized people, activities and
unlocked property or vehicles.

Sergeant Worthington stressed to volunteers
to remember they don’t have police authority.

“You should never attempt to challenge or
approach a suspicious person,” he said. “Any-
thing suspicious should be immediately re-

ported to us at 2-3223.”
Sergeant Worthington said the Neighbor-

hood Watch program can be very helpful in de-
terring crime in base housing. According to lo-
cal statistics, 54 percent of Lajes crime in De-
cember centered around breaking and enter-
ing, and burglary. Sergeant Worthington said
a lot of the theft crime is preventable.

“Remember to store all of your items in the
housing areas; don’t leave toys, tools, bikes and
other valuable items laying out in plain view
during the daytime or overnight,” Sergeant
Worthington said. “Also, lock car and house
doors and windows at night. Double check be-
fore you go to bed.”

For more information or to volunteer, call
Sergeant Worthington at 2-3645 or Sergeant
Magas at 2-3512.

by Ivelysse Coronel
65th Air Base Wing

Legal Office

People who need to get their
taxes done can begin schedul-
ing appointments Monday at
the Lajes Tax Center in Build-
ing 426, room 104.

The center is providing tax
preparation for military and
DoD members along with free
electronic filing of federal re-
turns.

 Instead of mailing tax re-
turns and waiting for refunds
thru the mail, people can file
with the Federal e-file system.

Tax help available

Watch program deters crime

With the e-file system, refunds
can be deposited within a few
weeks. The tax center can also
help with state income taxes.

The Unit Tax advisors, pro-
cessing the returns, have com-
pleted the Internal Revenue
Service Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance course.

For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call
2-1040 or 2-2420.

Eduardo Silva ( above, foreground right) explains the different stages in water treatment to the
children before the water is returned to the ocean Jan. 16 at the waste tretament plant. The
encounter was part of the eco-school program, designed to teach the children early how to
responsibly care for the environment. (Right) Bruno Medeiros shows Franclin Lopes, a fourth
grader from Biscoitos’ Basic School, Escola Básica de Biscoitos, typical firefighting gear
during their visit to the Lajes fire department. The children also toured the Lajes Elementary
School and the library. (Photo by 1st Lt. Aaron Wiley)

Fire, water and learning

For more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call 2-1040 or 2-2420.

  Maj. Arthur Moore,
65th Communications
Squadron, speaks at
the  Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. remembrance
ceremony Jan. 15 at
the base chapel. The
African American
Heritage Commitee
held the celebration in
honor of his memory.
(Photo by Guido Melo)

Speaking
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Lajes Field Editorial Staff

711th Squadron “Albatrosses” will pull the
simulated astronauts from the water. It’s an
effort coordinated through the base’s rescue
coordination center and is familiar territory to
the local-national aircrews, Major Coutinho
said.

“The role the Portuguese Air Force will play
in this exercise will be the usual role we play
every day,” he said, adding that the Albatrosses
provide search-and-rescue service over an
area one quarter the size of the North Atlan-
tic. According to the squadron’s Web site, it
flies the Casa 212-100 Aviocar and the
Aerospatiale SA-330 Puma helicopter.

Meanwhile, rescue and crash crews won’t
be the only ones tested. Were this exercise
the “real thing,” 400 NASA workers plus
their equipment would come to Lajes. That
would mean readying lodging rooms and
other spaces necessary for the agency’s

rapid response team to do its job.
With its 10,870 feet of runway, the

Azorean landing spot offers NASA another
important emergency alternative, Sergeant
Martinez said.

“Lajes Field is one of only a few overseas
locations the Space Shuttle can land in an
emergency. Because of our extensive runway
and the Portuguese search-and-rescue capa-
bilities, it makes us a viable location for such
an emergency,” Sergeant Martinez said.

Making all the pieces come together is
pivotal to making the exercise successful,
Sergeant Martinez said.

“Flawless execution of this response is
very important, not only to the emergency
response personnel involved, but ultimately
the astronauts that they one day may have
to save,” Sergeant Martinez said.

Airman 1st Class Peter Saad is a Lajes
firefighter assigned to the 65th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron. As a new airmen “learning

More space information
For more on the DOD manned space

flight office, read the profile in Airman maga-
zine at http://www.af.mil/news/airman/1102/
ddms.html. Another profile of the office done
by Airman magazine can be found at http://
www.af.mil/news/airman/0397/space.htm.

A profile of the office’s work during the
Columbia disaster can be found at http://
www.defenselink.mil/news/Apr1999/
n04301999_9904306.html.

RESCUE, from Page 3

by 1st Lt. Aaron Wiley
Crossroads Staff

An organization designed to enhance
the leadership and public speaking abil-
ity of its participants sprang back to life at
Lajes, after almost a decade of absence.

Since September 2003, 30-35 Toast-
masters International members have been
meeting, and laying the foundation for
Lajes’ soon-to-be chartered chapter of the
non-profit organization. The group plans
to meet in the Bldg. T-167 classroom at 10
a.m., Tuesdays.

“I’ve never been the best communica-
tor and speaking in front of a group has
been challenging,” said Master Sgt.
Carlos Aponte-Ramos, who, along with
Tech Sgt. Kavina Agnew, have been work-
ing to reestablish the club at Lajes.

The organization has come and gone
at Lajes throughout the years says Mr.
Jose Raposo, a Portuguese local national
who was a member of Toastmasters when
it was here last.

“It’s a wonderful organization that can
develop the skills it takes to be a leader
in any organization in a fun and non-
threatening atmosphere,” he said.  “I was
able to focus on improving my communi-
cation skills without the pressure to per-

Toastmasters alive at Lajes

form that you experience in a scholastic
setting.”

“Toastmasters produces results,”
boasts the Toastmaster’s website, citing
the success it’s found worldwide with ap-
proximately 190,000 members in 9,500
clubs in 78 countries.

“Leadership cannot be learned in a
day. It takes practice,” the website notes.
“Around the world, more than three mil-
lion men and women of all ages and oc-
cupations have benefited from Toastmas-
ters, and more than one thousand corpo-
rations, community groups, universities,
associations, and government agencies
now use Toastmasters training.”

People have become more active in

business, churches, service and charity
organizations, the website states, en-
abling Toastmasters members to serve as
their organization’s representative.  Some
even become active in local, state or na-
tional government, added the official cite.

“Supervisors have been willing to al-
low their people to attend the meetings,
as long as it doesn’t get in the way of the
mission, because they recognize the ben-
efits membership can bring their organi-
zation and troops,” said Sergeant Aponte-
Ramos.  “Chief Master Sergeant Darryl
Foster, chief enlisted manager of the 65th
Civil Engineer Squadron, is even helping
to spread the word.”

Membership is open to the entire Lajes
community, including Americans and Por-
tuguese, military, civilians, and depen-
dents.  An initiation cost of $16, is required
to join, as well as the standard fee of $18
every six months, which goes to purchase
startup kits and all the tools and resources
needed for the training, says Staff Sgt.
Craig Moore, the club’s member in charge
of advertising.

For more information or to join, contact
Sergeant Aponte-Ramos at 2-3716 or Air-
man 1st Class Dorian Mitchell at 2-3769.
For more information on Toastmasters visit
their website at www.toastmasters.org.

What Toastmasters offers
Learn to effectively:
* Speak or communicate
* Conduct a meeting
* Manage a department or business
* Lead, delegate, and motivate
* Give presentations and briefings
* Work with fellow employees
* Develop and present ideas
* Offer constructive criticism
* Accept criticism objectively

the ropes” about these sorts of things,
Saad said he looks forward to the chal-
lenge of the exercise, but said he knows
the “real thing” can be daunting.

“It’s scary more than anything,” Air-
man Saad said. “However, it’s a great
feeling knowing that the space shuttle
crew has the confidence to let Lajes be
the rescue crew in that situation.”
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Everyday Hero

VIEW     POINT

Tech. Sgt. Christina Dixon
65th Civil Engineer Squadron

by Col. Fred Hannan
65th Medical Group commander

Have you done enough to get us to the
Promised Land?  Dr. Martin Luther King had
a vision of the Promised Land, a land of tol-
erance, community and oneness. A little
more than forty years ago, Dr. King shared
his dream of the world with the world.

I can’t help but feel we have failed to un-
derstand the urgency and absolute neces-
sity of tolerance and understanding. I don’t
believe we’ve done all we can. When I say
“we,” I mean everyone, black, white, brown,
old or young, tall or short, man or woman,
God-fearing or not. But most of all, I’m dis-
appointed in my generation.

My generation includes the young ones
who heard Dr. King’s words; we were the
ones with the energy, power and opportu-
nity to bring us all together. I don’t believe
we’re there yet.

 As members of the military family, we
see the world a little differently than our
friends in Hometown, USA. We have a vastly
different and enhanced perspective of diver-
sity, acceptance, and shared mission.

Yet, we could do more to make our world
a better place for everyone. One thing we
can do is build a world where every person
truly understands those things he or she
shares in common with everyone else.

Some who know me have heard me say

“we have more in common than we have in
uncommon.” I truly believe this and believe
the sooner everyone understands this, the
better off our planet will be. Pretty ideal,
huh?  Maybe, no more so than Dr. King’s
dream.

 Perhaps you can recall times you’ve
heard folks say things like “they don’t look
like us” or “there’s a cultural difference” or
“it’s a gender/ethnicity/stereotype thing, you
wouldn’t understand” or any of a hundred
socially accepted statements that indicate an
understanding which could be less than en-
lightened.

We live in a world of difference or un-
common — skin color, religion, heritage,
age, sex, sexual preference and on and on,
but we have so much in common beyond
death and taxes, things of such great mag-
nitude, things we can share to make Dr.
King’s dream a reality.

We all want the same things for the most
part: life, liberty, happiness, success, a safe
place to raise our families, a place to call
home. Another King once asked, “can’t we
all just get along?” A great question then
and now, I think.

By understanding that we all share many
things in common, we can overcome and
learn to tolerate the things we have in un-
common. We’re not at all so different. We
want to be treated the way we treat others.
We all can get along.

Question:  There are currently a lot
of complaints about the side doors of
the dorms being propped open by
residents.  I think it would be practical
and convenient if the side doors had key
entry like the front doors. Is that
possible?

Answer: Yes it is possible!  Actually,
the Civil Engineer Squadron Commander
took this as an action item to the last
dorm council meeting.  From there a
solution was developed that will allow
key access to the sides of dorms T-130
and T-131.  This solution will enclose
the stairwell access area at each end of
the building with a new door.  This door
will be keyed the same as the center
door, which will provide access to all
building key holders.  The overall project
is scheduled to be complete in early
March 2004.  Please keep in mind—to
ensure force protection, residents must
remember to keep these doors closed to
prevent unauthorized access.

Commonality
Nothing more than the golden rule

Duty Title: NCO in charge of the
Commander’s Support Staff

Job description:  Supervises personnel
and administrative programs, coordinate
with Military Personnel Flight, key officials
at group and wing level to resolve critical
issues, review awards/decorations and EPR/
OPR programs, manage the squadron Fit-
ness and Unfavorable Information Files
program, maintain/monitor the automated
unit leave programs through Leave Web site,
ensure Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection
training requirements are met, tracks and
issues TDY, emergency leave and EML or-
ders, unit NEO Coordinator, Government
Travel Card manager and squadron voting
representative.

Time in the Air Force:  17 years, four
months

Time at Lajes: Six months
What’s the best aspect of your job:  Tak-

ing care of people. I like being a part of their
lives and making a difference.

Spouse/children: husband Peter and
sons D’Andre and Will

Why did you join the Air Force: To serve
my country, get an education and see the
world.

What are your career goals:  To make
the most of my career—do great work,
travel, establish a network of contacts, make
a difference to a lot of people’s lives, make
rank and to retire knowing I did my best for
my country and my family

Life goal:  Live comfortably, complete
my education, own a home, put my chil-
dren through college, own a Winnebago and
go RVing throughout the US

Best Air Force experience:  Kadena Air
Base, Japan was my best Air Force Experi-
ence. I met and married the love of my life,
Peter, in Okinawa. My son, D’Andre, and I
shared the best tour with several military
families, while working the most challeng-
ing jobs.  Along with the many tasks and
functions , my son and I always had time to
attend weekly get-togethers and a few ty-
phoon days with all of them-we had a great
support system, one that continues to look
out for one another.  We enjoyed everything
about our tour.

Hometown:  San Jose, CA
One word to describe you:  Dedicated
Hobbies:  Fishing and cooking
Favorite food:  All international foods

with rice
Pet peeve:  Litterbugs
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WASHINGTON — Air Force
clothing office officials are ask-
ing airmen to wait a few weeks
before having their lightweight
blue jackets embroidered with
the Air Force logo.

“We’ve had an overwhelm-
ingly positive response in regards
to placing the logo on the jacket,”
said Libby Glade, Air Force cloth-
ing office chief. “However, we
have also received numerous
questions from embroidery ven-
dors and private individuals
about the logo. We are revising
the technical data to obtain an
embroidery software format to
ensure a high-quality, consistent
appearance.”

A contractor is currently work-
ing on a digitized pattern, which
will be available online at
www.af.mil/
airforcestory
by the first
week of Feb-
ruary, Ms.
Glade said. This
pattern should be
compatible with 90
percent of the embroidery soft-
ware programs used by vendors.

“We are advising vendors and
individuals to hold off on embroi-
dering until further guidance is
available,” she said. (Air Force
Print News)

Five laid to rest
ARLINGTON, Va. — Five vet-

erans of the war on terror were
laid to rest Jan. 21 in Arlington
National Cemetery.

The five military members —
four from the Air Force and one
from the Army — were aboard an
MH-53M Pave Low helicopter
when it crashed in Afghanistan
Nov. 23 while supporting Opera-
tion Mountain Resolve, part of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Among those laid to rest were:
n Maj. Steven Plumhoff, 33,

of Neshanic Station, N.J. Major
Plumhoff was assigned to the
58th Special Operations Wing at
Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M.
n Army Sgt. Major Phillip R.

Albert, 41, of Terryville, Conn. He
was assigned to 2nd Battalion,
87th Infantry Regiment, 10th
Mountain Division, Fort Drum,
N.Y.
n Master Sgt. William J.

Kerwood, 37, of Houston, Mo.;
Tech. Sgt. Howard A. Walters, 33,
of Port Huron, Mich.; and Staff
Sgt. Thomas A. Walkup Jr., 25,
of Millville, N.J. All three airmen

were assigned to the 20th Spe-
cial Operations Squadron at
Hurlburt Field, Fla. (Air Force
Print News)

Ribbon for deployed
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE

BASE, Texas  — Secretary of the
Air Force Dr. James G. Roche has
approved award of the Air Force
Expeditionary Service Ribbon to
recognize servicemembers’ sup-
port of air expeditionary force
deployments.

The ribbon will be awarded to
Air Force active-duty, Reserve
and Guard members who com-
pleted a contingency deployment
after Oct. 1, 1999, according to
officials.

“Deployed status is defined as
either deployment on contin-
gency, exercise, deployment or-
ders or members sourced in di-
rect support, in theater or out, of
expeditionary operations with an
overnight (stay) away from home
station,” said Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey
Simmons. He is the superinten-
dent of the awards and decora-
tions section at the Air Force Per-
sonnel Center here.

To qualify for the award, indi-
viduals must have deployed for
45 consecutive days or 90 non-
consecutive days. (Air Force Per-
sonnel Center Public Affairs)

Officials: don’t embroider jacket -- yet

Academy planes fly
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY,

Colo. — Forty-five aircraft previ-
ously grounded amid safety con-
cerns were cleared for normal
flight operations Jan. 17. Air
Force officials regained confi-
dence in the contract mainte-
nance program and permanent
fixes were established for all dis-
crepancies identified.

Three UV-18 Twin Otter air-
craft of the 98th Flight Training
Squadron, used to support the
cadet parachuting program, con-
tinue on maintenance stand-
down status. These aircraft will
remain on the ground a few more
days while new engine data
download and analysis proce-
dures are finalized.

Immediately returned to flight
are: TG-10B\C\D unpowered
gliders and TG-14 motorgliders
of the 94th FTS, and T-41s and
Cessna 150s of the 557th FTS.
(Air Force Print News)

T-Birds accident
LANGLEY AIR FORCE

BASE, Va. — Pilot error caused a
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds F-
16 aircraft to crash shortly after
takeoff at an airshow Sept. 14,
2003 at Mountain Home Air
Force Base, Idaho. The pilot
ejected just before the aircraft hit
the ground.

According to the accident in-
vestigation board report released
Jan. 21, the pilot misinterpreted

the altitude required to complete
the “Split S” maneuver. He made
his calculation with an incorrect
airfield altitude. The pilot incor-
rectly climbed to 1,670 feet above
ground level instead of 2,500 feet
before initiating the pull down to
the Split S maneuver.

When he realized something
was wrong, the pilot used maxi-
mum back stick pressure and
rolled slightly left to ensure the
aircraft would hit away from the
crowd should he have to eject. He
ejected when the aircraft was 140
feet above ground — just eight-
tenths of a
s e c o n d
before im-
pact. He
sustained
only mi-
nor inju-
ries from
the ejec-
tion. The
aircraf t ,
valued at
about $20.4 million, was de-
stroyed. There was no other dam-
age to military or civilian prop-
erty.

Also, the board determined
other factors substantially con-
tributed to creating the opportu-
nity for the error including the
requirement for demonstration
pilots to convert mean sea level
and above ground level altitudes,
and performing a maneuver with
a limited margin of error. (Air
Force Print News)

Jointness benefits
WASHINGTON – Lessons

learned from U.S. military op-
erations in Afghanistan and Iraq
are greatly assisting Defense
Department transformation ef-
forts, the chief of U.S. Joint
Forces Command said here to-
day.

"The fact that we are conduct-
ing (those) operations with the
breadth and depth that we are
allows our services and allows
our joint forces to experiment in
a way that you can't replicate
running any type of concept de-
velopment and experimentation
program – war games or the
like," noted Navy Adm. Edmund
P. Giambastiani Jr.

Giambastiani said Joint
Forces Command, with head-
quarters in Norfolk, Va., is com-
mitted "to add joint context to
everything we do."

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Gerald R. Murray presents a
flag to Staff Sgt. Carrissa Walkup during a full-honor mass funeral
at Arlington National Cemetery. Her husband, Staff Sgt. Thomas
A. Walkup Jr., and four other military members were killed when
their MH-53M Pave Low helicopter crashed Nov. 23 in Afghanistan.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Gangemi)
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FYI     FEATURE

The aeronautics evolution, es-
pecially during the first decades of
this century as the result of World
War I, originated a quantity of
aerial achievements that amazed
the world.

The flights over the Atlantic
were undoubtedly the most spec-
tacular events and included, in
May 1919, the first successful
transatlantic flight of the “Curtis
Flyer” seaplanes which flew from
the U.S. to the United Kingdom
using Horta Bay on the Island of
Faial as a stopping point.

One believes that the interest
for the Azores as a stopping point
in the middle of the Atlantic re-
sulted from an incident involving
a Polish airplane on the Island of
Graciosa in 1928, while trying to
cross the Atlantic. The privileged
position of the Azores between
Europe and the new continent was
evident.

In 1928, the Portuguese consid-
ered the possibility of constructing
an airfield on one of the Azorean
islands and it was decided that the
airfield should be constructed in
Achada, a flat area located near
Cinco Picos in the center of
Terceira Island.  It was from this
improvised runway that the first
airplane, a single-engine Avro bi-
plane, took off on Oct. 4, 1930,
maneuvered by Capt. Frederico de
Melo, a native of the village of
Altares in Terceira.

The airfield of Achada was

soon abandoned due to constant
adverse weather conditions and it
was decided to construct another
airfield on the Lajes’ flat lands,
which became a crucial element
with the outbreak of World War II.

In 1934, the Military Engineer-
ing Service began the construction
of a dirty runway in the Lajes plain.

In 1941, due to the intensifica-
tion of World War II, the Portuguese
government assigned an Expedi-
tionary Corps among which there
were two flying squadrons
equipped with Gladiator Squad-
ron. These aircraft and personnel
were assigned to the Santana air-
field on the Island of São Miguel
and Lajes airfield on Terceira.

In 1942 they expanded their
activity, patrolling the ocean
around the archipelago’s central
group of islands, protecting the
convoys traveling in the area and
also performing reconnaissance
and meteorological flights.

As a result of the quick evolu-
tion and with the arrival of more
aircraft, the initial squadron was
designated Group Fighter Squad-
ron No. 2 and No.4 and ultimately
as Air Base No. 5, which was
changed later to Air Base No.4.

In August 1943, using an old
treaty between Portugal and the
Great Britain, both countries
signed an agreement, which
granted the British Forces military
facilities in the Azores.

On Oct. 8, 1943, at the height

of war, the British troops disem-
barked in Angra do Heroismo.
Thirty days after they had disem-
barked, the first German subma-
rine was sunk.

In February 1944, an agree-
ment with the U.S. allowed the U.S.
Army and Navy to use Lajes. The
airfield again experienced a big
surge and more runways were con-
structed, but in 1945 the U.S.
moved their installation to the is-
land of Santa Maria, where they
built the still existent airport.

The end of the war terminated
the use of Lajes Field by the Great
Britain and on June 3, 1946 the
Portuguese flag was again hoisted
at Lajes Field. With the departure
of the British Forces the U.S. moved
their operations from Santa Maria
to Terceira.

The airfield’s configuration un-
derwent more modifications and
the base’s structure was reorga-
nized. Aircraft such as the Boeing
B-17, Douglas C-54, Albatroz SA-
16, Sikorsky SH-19 and Dakota C-
47 started operating from Lajes and
Air Base No. 4 was tasked with
search and rescue missions.

From 1946 to 1961 Air Base
No.4 accomplished its missions
with dignity and pride despite the
reduced assets available, and its
role considerably diminished be-
tween 1961 and 1976 due to the
overseas war.

Air Base No.4 was integrated in
the Azores Air Command in 1978

History of Lajes Air Base

Today: 7 p.m. “Timeline” PG-13. Cast
includes Paul Walker and Frances O’Connor. In
France, professor Johnston, his son Chris, and
a team of archeology students are working on
the ruins of a 14th-century castle. Kate and
Andre make a startling discovery: They find as
old bifocal lens and a letter from professor
Johnston. It turns out that the head of the
corporation running the dig, Robert Doniger,
opened up a wormhole leading to the 17th
century. Johnston is now trapped in history, and
it’s up to his students to find a way to get him
back. (Intense battle sequences and brief
language; 10 p.m. “Tupac Resurrection” R.
Cast includes Tupac Shakur. Resurrection is the
first authorized biopic of the late rapper- actor
Tupac Shakur. It includes poetry readings,
musical clips and video from his life, including

various interviews, private home movies and
previously unreleased concert footage. Rated
R for strong language and images of drugs,
violence and sex.

Saturday: 7 p.m. “Gothika” R. Cast
includes Halle Berry and Robert Downey Jr.
Criminal psychologist, Miranda hears
confessions from a satanic patient Chloe and
later has an experience with a mysterious
woman. This leads to nightmares, but her life
really becomes horrific when she wake up and
discovers she’s been locked in her own
sanitarium, for a murder that she can’t
remember committing. While trying to figure
out what’s happened and separate fact from
fiction, her colleague Pete Graham wonders
whether she’s finally gone crazy. Rated R for
violence, brief language and nudity.

Sunday: 2 p.m. “Timeline” PG-13.
Second movie 7 p.m. “Gothika” R.

Tuesday: 7 p.m. “Tupac Resurrection” R.
Wednesday: 7 p.m. “Timeline” PG-13.
Thursday: 7 p.m. “Gothika” R.

Dress and Appearance
The dress and appearance tip for airmen comes

from U.S. Forces Azores Instruction 1300.01.

Backpacks
n “Air Force personnel may carry backpacks/gym

bags/attaché cases in the left or right hand or only over
the left shoulder. Army personnel may carry backpacks/
gym bags/attaché cases in the either hand and both
shoulders. Navy personnel may only carry backpacks/
gym bags/attaché cases in the left hand. All personnel
may wear backpacks using both shoulder straps when
riding two-wheeled vehicles or using crutches. Bags will
be black, blue or camouflage (matching BDU) in color .
Desert BDU color bags are not authorized .”

No-hats during high winds
n  With the exception of U.S. Navy personnel, hats

do not need to be worn during inclement weather when
strong winds prevent keeping hats on without the constant
use of hands. Hats must be carried in the left hand
and available for use as conditions subside.”

and assigned a mission that in-
cluded search and rescue, tactical
transport and maritime patrol
within the Azores’ territorial waters.
Today, its 711th Squadron with SA-
330 Puma helicopters and C-212-
100 Aviocar cargo aircraft still has
an important role in supporting the
local population, namely through
humanitarian evacuations and
transportation among the islands.

Portuguese Air Base No.4 com-
memorates its anniversary every
year on June 12.
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FITNESS     SPORTS

Men’s Basketball
Team W    L    PF     PA
CES/Fire 8    0    427   314
Angra 7    2    469   279
COMM 5    3    408  361
Vitorinos 5    3    429   399
JAMS #1 5    3    382   354
SFS 4    5    420   400
CES 4    4    404   409
AMS 3    5    355   430
OSS 2    6    247   344
LRS 2    6    346   380
JAMS#2 0    8    197   434

Portuguese pro hoops
The local professional basketball

team Lusitania is playing Belenenses,
from mainland Sunday at 5 p.m. at
the Municipal Sports Pavilion located
next to the indoor swimming pool
and the parking lot near the top of
Angra’s main street. Lusitania’s
professional team plays in Portugal’s
professional TMN league.

Sports briefs

Friday
AFN-Sports
College Basketball:
PAC-10: UCLA @ Stanford, 5 p.m.
PAC-10: Oregon @ Arizona State, 7 p.m.
NBA: Houston Rockets @ Indiana Pacers, 11:30 p.m.

Saturday
AFN-Sports
Tennis: 2004 Australian Open, 3 a.m.
Friday Night Fights – Super Middleweight Title
Bout: Scott Pemberton vs. Omar Sheika, 7 a.m.
NBA: Houston Rockets @ Indiana Pacers 11 a.m.
Tennis: 2004 Australian Open, 4 p.m.
College basketball:
Silver Anniversary Week – Atlantic 10: Temple @
Massachusetts, 6 p.m.
Silver Anniversary Week – Sun Belt: New Mexico
State @ Western Kentucky, 8 p.m.
Silver Anniversary Week – ACC (Women’s):
Tennessee @ Duke, 10 p.m.
AFN-Atlantic
College Basketball
ACC: Virginia @ North Carolina, 4 p.m.
Big East: Duke @ Georgetown, 6 p.m.
AFN-Pacific

NBA: San Antonio Spurs @ Phoenix Suns, 2:30
a.m.
Big East: Pittsburgh @ Syracuse, 11 p.m.

Sunday
AFN-Sports
NHL: Dallas Stars @ St. Louis Blues, midnight
PGA Bob Hope Chrysler Classic: Third round, 7
a.m.
College basketball: Men’s ACC: Georgia Tech @
NC State, noon
NFL Pregame: 3 p.m.
HBO World Championship Boxing – Jr.
Welterweights: Arturo Gatti vs. Gianluca Branco,
7 p.m.
College basketball
Women’s SEC: LSU @ Georgia, 9 p.m.
Men’s SEC: Louisville @ Tennessee, 11 p.m.
AFN-Atlantic
College Football: 2004 Senior Bowl, 11 a.m.
NBA: Sacramento Kings @ Dallas Maverics, 4:30
p.m.
AFN-Pacific
College Basketball
NCAA Women’s Highlight Show, 5 p.m.
Big Ten: Michigan State @ Purdue, 6 p.m.

AFN weekend sports

Playing for keeps
Clockwise from top: Ricky Baptista, (not pictured) the Men’s Varsity Volleyball coach,
instructs the players to work as a team while trying to time their jump for an approach
to spike the ball during practice Tuesday at the Sports and Fitness Center; Master
Sgt. James McDonald, varsity player from the 729th Air Mobility Squadron, practices
the spike technique for an attack; Tech. Sgt. Floyd Moxley, varsity player from 729th
AMS, practices his ball and body control by volleying the ball. The games will begin
in February. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Olenda Kleffner)
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PLANNER

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Today

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-6p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Chapel: Catholic Rosary for Peace

in the Word, 6:30 a.m.; Mass, 7 a.m.;
Confessions 3-3:30 p.m.; CWOC
Mass (1st Friday of the month) 5:30
p.m.; Gospel Choir Practice, 7 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 5 a.m.-mid-
night.

Child Development Center: 7
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Community Activities Center:
Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dining Hall: Breakfast 6-8:30 a.m.,

Lunch 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Mexican
Baked Chicken, Swiss Steak, and
Stuffed Green Pepper; Dinner 4 - 7
p.m., Lasagna, Spaghetti with Meat
Sauce, Italian Sausage.  Midnight
meal, 11 p.m.-1:30 a.m.

Dry Cleaners: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Library: Open 10 a.m.-6 pm.
Oceanview Island Grill: Lasagna,

fries or salad and drink; Open 11 a.m.-
11 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation: Open 10
a.m.-7 p.m.

School Lunch: Hearty Old Fash-
ioned Chili, Crackers, Garden Salad
w/ Ranch, Chilled Fruit Mixed, Cin-
namon Toast, Milk.

Skating Rink: Open 7-11 p.m.
Skills Development Center: Open

10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Teen Center: Teen social, 9 p.m.-

midnight.
Top of the Rock Club: Lunch 11

a.m.-1:30 p.m., seafood buffet. Dinner
5-9 p.m., Prime and Wine

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Chapel: Mass, 10 a.m.; Gospel

Children’s Choir Practice, 2 p.m.
Fitness Center: Open 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Child Development Center:

Closed
Community Activities Center:

Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dining Hall: Brunch 7 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Crispy Baked Chicken, Cajun Meat
Loaf, and Steak, Ribeye; Supper 4 - 7
p.m., Fish Almondine, Stir Fry
Chicken w/ Broccoli, Pork Chops w/
Mushroom Gravy. Midnight meal 11
p.m.-1 a.m.

Dry Cleaners: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Library: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oceanview Island Grill: Open 11

a.m.-11 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation: Open 10

a.m.-7 p.m.
Skating Rink: Open 7-11 p.m.

Classified Ads
Ads must be submitted via e-
mail to news@lajes.af.mil. Ads
are due by COB, Monday.

For Sale:  Available immediately, 2001 Hyundai
Elantra, 16,877 miles, Excellent Condition,

Inspection good until May ’04,  Asking price is
$8,000.  Call Angel at 2-6795 before 1700 and at

295-549-792 after 1700.

Skills Development Center: Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Teen Center: Teen social 8 p.m.-
midnight.

Top of the Rock Club: Brunch 8:30
a.m.-noon. Huff and Fin dinner spe-
cial 5-9 p.m.

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Shoppette: Open
noon-8 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Closed
Chapel: Traditional Protestant ser-

vice, 9 a.m.; Catholic religious edu-
cation, 9 a.m.; Fellowship, 10 a.m.;
Mass, 10:30 a.m.; Religious Educa-
tion, 10:30 a.m.; Gospel service & Fel-
lowship, noon; Catholic choir re-
hearsal, 4 p.m.; Mass, 5 p.m.; Rosary
and Adoration, 5:40 p.m.; PYOC/
PTOC, 6:15 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Child Development Center:

Closed
Community Activities Center:

Open noon-5 p.m.
Commissary: Closed
Dining Hall: Brunch 7 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Tuna and Noodles, Sauerbraten,
Chicken Breast Parmesan; Supper 4 -
7 p.m., Ginger BBQ Chicken, Fried
Shrimp, Spinach Lasagna; Short Or-
der: Cheese Pizza and Reuben Sand-
wich.

Dry Cleaners: Closed
Gas Station: 10 a.m.-5p.m. (Gas

only)
Library: Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oceanview Island Grill: Open 11

a.m.-11 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation: Open 11

a.m.-7 p.m.
Skating Rink: Closed
Skills Development Center:

Closed.
Top of the Rock Club: Bits & Bites

menu, 4 p.m.

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Closed
Chapel: Catholic Rosary for Peace

in the Word, 6:30 a.m.; Mass, 11:30
a.m.; Women’s Bible study, 7 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 5 a.m.-mid-
night

Child Development Center: Open
7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Community Activities Center:
Closed

Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dining Hall: Breakfast 6-8:30 a.m.,

Lunch 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Swiss Steak,
Baked Chicken, Italian Sausage; Din-
ner 4 - 7 p.m., Roast Turkey, Baked
Ham, and Fish and Fries. Midnight
meal 11 p.m.-1:30 a.m.

Dry Cleaners: Open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

(Gas only)
Library: Open 4-9 p.m.

Oceanview Island Grill: Meatball
sandwich, fries or salad and drink;
Open 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation: Closed
School Lunch: cheese pizza, gar-

den salad w/ranch dressing, chilled
peaches, Rice Krispie bar, milk.

Skills Development Center:
Closed

Top of the Rock Club: Lunch, 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Southern buffet.

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Chapel: Catholic Rosary for Peace

in the Word, 6:30 a.m.; Mass, 7 a.m.;
Confessions 3-3:30 p.m.; AWANA (3
yrs to 6 grade) 6 p.m.; Catholic Women
of the Chapel (3rd Tuesday of the
month), 7 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 5 a.m.-mid-
night

Child Development Center: Open
7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Community Activities Center:
Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dining Hall: Breakfast 6-8:30 a.m.,

Lunch 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Onion-
Lemon Baked Fish, Pork Schnitzel,
and Yakisoba; Dinner 4 - 7 p.m Pa-
prika Beef, BBQ Beef Cubes, Chicken
Fajitas. Midnight meal 11 p.m.-1:30
a.m.

Dry Cleaners: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Library: Open 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Oceanview Island Grill: 16" pizza

with 2 toppings and drinks; Open 11
a.m.-11 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation: Open 10
a.m.-7 p.m.

School Lunch: boneless buffalo
chicken wings, carrot and celery
sticks, crispy potato wedges, fresh
fruit, milk.

Skills Development Center: Open
noon-8 p.m.

Top of the Rock Club: Lunch, 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Mexican buffet.  Din-
ner 5-9 p.m.

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-8 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Chapel: Catholic Rosary for Peace

in the Word, 6:30 a.m.; Mass, 7 a.m.;
PMOC lunch/study noon; Confes-
sions 3-3:30 p.m.; Catholic men of the
chapel (2nd Wednesday of the month)
6p.m.; Traditional choir practice, 6
p.m.; Bell choir practice 7p.m.; Catho-
lic choir rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 5 a.m.-mid-
night

Child Development Center: 7
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Community Activities Center:
Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dining Hall: Breakfast 6-8:30 a.m.,

Lunch 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Caribbean
Jerk Chicken, Beef Porcupines, and
Chicken Enchiladas; Dinner 4 - 7 p.m.,
Pita Pizzas, Country Style Steak, and
Fried Chicken. Midnight meal 11
p.m.-1:30 a.m.

Dry Cleaners: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Library: Open 10 a.m.-9p.m.
Oceanview Island Grill: Fried

shrimp, fries or salad and drink; Open
11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation: Open 10
a.m.-7 p.m.

School Lunch: chicken pot pie
wrap, seasoned green beans, fresh
fruit, graham crackers, fresh fruit,
milk.

Top of the Rock Club: Lunch, 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Italian Buffet. Dinner
5-9 p.m. Family Buffet

AAFES: Flight View BX: Open 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Ocean Front BX: Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Shoppette: Open 9
a.m.-11 p.m.

Beauty Shop: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Chapel: Catholic Rosary for Peace

in the Word, 6:30 a.m.; Mass 7 a.m.;
Confessions 3-3:30 p.m.; RCIA,  7
p.m.;  Gospel Praise Team practice
and Men’s Bible study, 7 p.m.

Fitness Center: Open 5 a.m.-mid-
night

Child Development Center: 7
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Community Activities Center:
Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Commissary: Open 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Dining Hall: Breakfast 6-8:30

a.m., Lunch 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Or-
ange-Spiced Pork Chops, Liver with
Onions, and Tempura Fried Fish; Din-
ner 4 - 7 p.m., Roast Mr. Z’s Baked
Chicken, Pepper Steak, and Pasta
Primavera. Midnight meal 11 p.m.-
1:30 a.m.

Dry Cleaners: Open 10 a.m.-6
p.m.

Gas Station: Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Library: Open 10 a.m.-9p.m.
Oceanview Island Grill: Taco

salad and drink; Open 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation: Open 10

a.m.-7 p.m.
School Lunch: all beef hot dogs

on a bun, rice pilaf, baked beans, cole-
slaw, chilled peaches, milk.

Skills Development Center: Open
noon-8 p.m.

Top of the Rock Club: Lunch, 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Oriental buffet. Din-
ner 5-9 p.m., 2-4-1 Steak Night
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Closures/Shifts

Education

EVENTS The deadline for announcements on this page is 5 p.m., Monday for each week’s paper. Submit announcements in normal text with the what,
when, where, who, why and contact info in an email to news@lajes.af.mil. Dates and times should be in civilian format, and include full name
of event coordinator.

Classes
MPF facelift:  Bldg. T-112 is be-

ing recarpeted.  The Housing Flight
will move into the main housing area.
The Civilian Personnel Office will
move into the main civilian person-
nel area. Non-appropriated funds is
with the American Red Cross and
DoDDS is in T-100.

Graduate Course: Introduc-
tion to Graduate Studies in Hu-
man Relations, a required course
for the University of Oklahoma’s
Master of Human Relations de-
gree, is Feb. 24 - 29. Enroll by
Monday. Contact Erika Golart at
2-3171, for more information.

Spouse scholarship:  Thirty
scholarships are awarded each
year to spouses of active duty Air
Force, National Guard and Air
Force Reserve. Deadline for ap-
plications to be received at Air
Expeditionary Force headquar-
ters is Jan. 31. The 2004 spouse
scholarship applications are
available at the AEF Web site
www.aef.org, or by calling AEF di-
rectly at (800) 291-8480, and at
the base education office. For
more, call the base education of-
fice at 2-3355/5291.

Academic Advisor Visit:  Uni-
versity of Maryland’s academic
advisor will visit the island Feb. 3-
6. Call 2-4187 or e -mai l
melinda.casey@lajes.af.mil  and
make an appointment for aca-
demic advice.

NCO retraining program: Air
Force officials have announced the
start of the Fiscal Year ’04 Non-
commissioned officer retraining
program. The FY04 NCORP will
target about 1,100 NCOs to retrain
from Air Force Specialty Codes
with NCO overages to AFSCs with
NCO shortages.  The voluntary
phase of the program ends Feb. 23.
Some restrictions apply, depend-
ing on grade and AFSC. If neces-
sary, an involuntary phase will run
from Mar. 8-Apr. 26.  Call Senior
Airman Jennifer Parker at 2-5143
for complete details.

Enlisted Aide Openings: The
Air Force Senior Leader Manage-
ment office is soliciting enthusias-
tic, mature and professional appli-
cants with the right attitude and
sound culinary skills to fill future
enlisted aide openings at many lo-
cations around the Air Force. For
more information about how to
join the ranks of this unique and
challenging special duty field,
visit  the website at:  https:/ /
w w w . d p . h q . a f . m i l / a f s l m o /
afslmoea/index.htm, or on AFPC’s
enlisted assignments homepage
under “special duties.” Applica-

tions are being accepted until Sat-
urday.

Free Debt Management class:  6
p.m., Thursday, in the T-126 class
room of the Family Support Center.
A variety of financial topics are cov-
ered, along with money saving tips
on how to handle debts. For more in-
formation, call 2-4138.

Bundles for Babies: 1-4p.m., Feb.
5, at the Family Support Center. Ex-
pecting and new mothers, come and
learn about special care, nutrition and
budgeting for the baby, and receive a
free baby bundle gift: sponsored by
the Air Force Aid Society. The next
class will be on May 6. Call 2-4138 to
sign up.

Rubber Stamping’ class: 6-8
p.m., Feb. 4, at the Family Support
Center, by the Terceira Island Circle.
Participants will learn about various
stamping techniques and tools and
make five different projects. Call 2-
4138 to reserve a spot. Coming in
March - ‘Introduction to Cross Stitch-
ing.’

Diabetes Support Group: The
65th Medical Group is forming a Dia-
betes Support Group.  To become a
member or to participate in this ac-
tivity, contact Maj. Aura Melendez at
2-5077.

Chapel Charities Committee:
The Lajes Base Chapel sponsors a
base Charities Committee that works
to help meet the needs of base per-
sonnel as well as local nationals.   The
on-base “Chapel Charities Closet” is
located in T-426 and  is open 11 a.m.-
2p.m. , Saturdays. Drop off clothing
for delivery to the local orphanages
and nursing homes.  Volunteer for the
committee and get involved in the
community and Chapel.  For more in-
formation, call Silvia DeJesus at 295-
549-430 or at 2-1304 or call the
Chapel at 2-4211.

Air Force Sergeants Association:
General membership meeting at 4
p.m., Feb. 25 at the Top of the Rock
Club Summit Room.  Contact Mas-
ter Sgt. Tom Dexter at 2-3423 or Mas-
ter Sgt. Vincent Petroff at 2-6111 with
any questions.

Lajes Awards Ceremony: 4 p.m.,
today in the TORC ballroom. Service
Dress for military nominees and par-
ticipants.  Civilians wear business
casual. Uniform of the day for every-
one else.  Call Lt. Brian Matchik at 2-
6583 for more.

AAFES - DECA  Meeting: 2 p.m.,
today, at the USFORAZ conference
room, bldg. T- 100. Send e-mail to

Jennifer Riano at RianoJ@aafes.com
for more.

Health care Council:  1p.m., to-
day, in the Base Chapel upper class-
room.  The Health Care Council is a
quarterly forum to discuss health care
issues that are important to the com-
munity of Lajes. Everyone is wel-
come. Call Capt. Robert Paz at 2-2264
for more information.

Children’s Movie Night: 7 p.m.-
9 p.m., tonight, at the base chapel.
The evening will be a pajama night
for grades 5 and below with Finding
Nemo showing.  Teens will see Gal-
axy Quest. Hot dogs, chips and cook-
ies will be served.  For more, call
Brandy Marsh at 2-4211.

Spelling Bee Contest: 1 p.m., Sat-
urday at the Community Activity Cen-
ter. Call Jessica Dunn at 2-3685 for
more.

Singles Movie Night: 7 p.m., Sat-
urday at the base chapel. Call Chap-
lain (Capt.) Matthew Franke at 2-
4211.

Singles Dinner/Study: 7 p.m.,
Jan. 31 at the base chapel. Call Chap-
lain (Capt.) Matthew Franke at 2-
4211.

Fatima Pilgrimage: Feb. 13-16.
Those interested in visiting “Our Lady
of Fatima” in Portugal should call or
email Donna Fillman at 295-549-201/
donnafillman@msn.com., to confirm
hotel arrangements.

Card and Collectibles show: 10
a.m.-3 p.m., Jan. 31 in the Commu-
nity Activity Center ballroom. Collec-
tors of all ages can buy, sell and trade
their sports cards, memorabilia,
stamps, coins, Yu-Gi-Oh cards, Hot
Wheels and any other collectible
items to other Lajes collectors. Tables
are free, but must be reserved before
Friday.  Contact Tech. Sgt Michael
Hollandsworth at 2-1246 to reserve a
table.

Winter reading contest: Contest
will run thru Jan. 31. Prizes will be
awarded to the person who reads the
most books. Stop by the library to pick
up log sheet and rules of the game.
For more, call 2-3688.

“Room for Six”: Six single or
unaccompanied Lajes members
are invited to a free home-cooked
meal at a “home,” every first Sat-
urday of the month. February’s
menu is spaghetti and homemade
meatballs, garlic bread, salad, des-
sert and beverage. Dinner is
served at 6 p.m., Feb. 7.  Call
Danielle or Tech Sgt. Aubrey Posey
at 295-549-825 to reserve a spot.

Open Volleyball:  3-6 p.m.,
Sunday at the Fitness Center.
Open to all personnel—just show
up and play! Call Capt Gil
Hinojosa at 2-3712 for more infor-
mation.

Chill Out Sunday: 4 p.m.-Mid-
night, Sunday at the TORC. Play
dominoes, cards and listen to
Pun’s soothing tunes. Call Capt
Gil Hinojosa at 2-3712 for more in-
formation.

80’s Night: 5 p.m.-Midnight,

Sunday in the TORC ballroom.
Call Capt. Gil Hinojosa at 2-3712
for more information.

January Teen Events: X-Box
Challenge Tournament, Saturday; Air
Hockey Tournament, Jan. 30; 3-On-
3 Basketball Tournaments, etc. For
more information, contact the Teen
Center Coordinator Melvin Moore at
2-3273.

Tumbling Instructor: The Lajes
Youth Center is looking for a tumbling
instructor to teach ages 3 and up.
Contact Jolene Wilkinson at 2-1197
in the afternoon.

Tax Volunteers: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, from Jan. 26-June
15, at the Tax Center Bldg., T-426,
room 104. Learn new skills while pro-
viding a much needed service to the
Lajes Community.  Looking for vol-
unteers with maturity and profession-
alism, good communication skills,
customer service skills and light ad-
ministrative/basic office skills-no
computer skills necessary.  Training
provided by Tech Sgt. Jill Hudkins,
NCO in charge of claims, and
Ivelysse Coronel, base tax adviser.
Contact Mrs. Coronel at 2-1040 or 2-
2420 to volunteer.

WICO Position: Nutritionists/
Dietitians/Nurses. Requires a BS in
Nutrition, Dietetics, Nursing or
Home Economics.  Experience in
prenatal, maternal or infant nutri-
tion required.  Registered Dietitian
preferred.  Experience with WIC
desirable.  Must have current
driver’s license.  For questions and
consideration, please call Nora
Blohm at 2-1440 or 295-549 -465.,
or e-mail a resume, cover letter and
a copy of applicable licenses to:
edibiase@cmse.net  o r
wicjobs@cmse.net, or fax to:  0039-
0434-66-4640 or (210) 341-3455, or
you may mail your information to
Choctaw Management Services
Enterprise, Attn: WIC Overseas,
2161 NW Military Hwy, Suite 308,
San Antonio, TX 78213, Ph:  (210)
341 - 3336. For more information
about job opportunities with WIC
Overseas, visit www.cmse.net.

Positions available: The fol-
lowing positions are open at Lajes
Elementary School: special educa-
tion assessor, lunch room monitors
and substitute nurse. Visit the
www.odedodea.edu/pers/employ-
ment/ for additional info and appli-
cation materials. For more, call 2-
3491.

Pentagon Federal Credit
Union: Branch Service Represen-
tative position open. Previous
banking experience preferred.
DEROS must be after June 05.
Apply at building T-202 or call 295-
513-221 for more information.

Organizations

Volunteers/Jobs

Sports

Events


